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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – September 9, 2019 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 1:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Robert 
Goodrich, Roberta Visser, Jane Johnson and Linda Hunt.  
 
ABSENT  
None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Jeff Littleton from Moosewood Ecological LLS, Residents Mike Morrison and Stephen Stepenuck, Town 
Administrator Michael Branley 
 
MINUTES 
The members considered the minutes from the meeting of August 5, 2019.  
 

There was a motion by Hunt to approve the minutes of meeting of August 5, 2019. There was a second to 
the motion by Goodrich and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for input and there was none. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Moosewood Ecological – status and invoice 
Littleton spoke about the field work completed thus far. He said he had yet to visit Rattlesnake Mountain due to 
difficulty in getting access. He spoke about getting data about Mt. Cresson from Meadowsend Timberlands 
Limited. Hunt noted the Granquist property might be of interest to Littleton to visit; it is shown at Map 30, Lot 11. 
Smith said someone should visit the Granquist property. It was noted that the Town Administrator had said early 
October could be a good time for Littleton to visit the property since the property should be the property of the 
Town of Swanzey by then. Littleton said he wasn’t sure what percentage of the properties in Swanzey he has 
visited. Johnson noted commercial areas and residential areas are excluded in Littleton’s work. Stepenuck said 
you only need a sample of a certain size to determine presence throughout a given area. The Commission agreed 
by consensus for Littleton to visit the Granquist property.  
 
Littleton said he could also make up a second tier list of properties to visit for the Commission to work with. There 
was a discussion about contacting property owners for access to Rattlesnake Mountain. Visser said narrowing 
down the properties that are the most productive might be sufficient for Littleton. Hunt suggested sending out a 
letter to property owners for access to the mountain and Littleton agreed to do so.  
 
Moosewood Ecological Invoice for August 8, 2019 for Task II – Ecological Assessments 
Smith passed out the invoice from Moosewood for August 8, 2019 for Task II – Ecological Assessments.  
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Motion was made by Hunt to pay Invoice of August 8, 2019 from Moosewood Ecological in the amount of 
$1,515 for work performed for Task II – Ecological Assessments. There was a second by Goodrich and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mount Caesar Union Library/Town of Swanzey Boundary Line 
Branley spoke about the need for a boundary adjustment with the library. There is a small amount of land 
involved - some .2 acres and .4 acres are involved in the land swap. 
 

Motion was made by Hunt to approve the boundary line adjustment of approximately .2 and .4 acres 
involving property owned by the Town of Swanzey and property owned by Mt. Caesar Union Library as 
presented by the Town Administrator, second by Visser, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Invoice for spraying of Carpenter Home Field Invasive Plant Control 
Smith presented an invoice for the spraying of the field. 
 

Motion was made by Johnson to pay Invoice # “Invasive” dated 8/19/10 from Meadowsend Timberlands 
LLC for $1,300. There was a second by Goodrich and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Smith said it would be good to review the plan by Meadowsend for the land adjacent to the Carpenter Home, now 
part of Mt. Caesar land. Branley said the land at Mt. Caesar is owned by the Town now, which no longer is funded 
by the Lucy Carpenter Trust. Johnson said that perhaps some funds should be included in Conservation Land 
Acquisition account for maintenance of the property but Branley pointed out the criteria for the use of the 
Conservation Land Acquisition account would have to be changed in order to allow for land maintenance funding 
as well as for land acquisition. 
 
Swanzey Lake Encroachment 
Branley said he believes that the encroachment is being resolved.  
 
Muster Field Property Structure Dismantle 
Smith passed out a photo of a structure built along a bank of the Ashuelot River at the Muster Field property, 
which was a sort of camp made of tree stumps and branches. Smith had an email from Department of Public 
Works Director Glenn Smith stating the structure has been removed. 
 
Northern Borders Regional Commission Grant 
Smith passed out a copy of the Press Release in regard to the Grant. Johnson said she didn’t know why the 
emphasis is on sidewalks in West Swanzey since there are other areas of Swanzey that could use sidewalks and a 
sidewalk committee already exists with funding for West Swanzey sidewalks. Johnson added the Town needs 
sidewalks in the center of town. Goodrich said a sidewalk for the center of town was voted in years ago but a 
resident didn’t want it in front of his house and the sidewalk was never built. 
 
Lower Wilson Dam Improvements 
Smith passed out a status report on the status of the Wilson Pont dam improvements. 
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Weight Limits Needed on Local Roads 
Johnson spoke about the need for weight limits on some of the local roads. She noted that some rural roads 
shouldn’t be used as a commercial byway for large trucks. She said she would take the issue up with the Board of 
Selectmen. 
 
Swanzey Uncovered Publication 
Smith passed out a memorandum from the Town Administrator about contributions to the fall edition of the 
publication. The deadline is September 21, 2019. He asked if anyone had an idea of something to contribute. 
Johnson said she would consider whether she might have time to write up an article about some of the projects 
the Conservation Commission has been involved in. 
 
Annual Report 
Smith said he would write up the report and pass along to Bernard for wordsmithing. 
 
ARLAC Corridor Management Plan 
There was a discussion about an email from Barbara Skuly about interns who are doing an assessment of the 
Ashuelot River corridor and who are interested in meeting with the Conservation Commission. Johnson noted that 
senior projects usually mean that the students look for opportunities to be out in the field but they do need 
mentors from the Commission. 
 
Mt. Cresson Management Forestry Plan 
Smith spoke about wanting to get a paper copy of the plan from Meadowsend. He said he will make a copy for the 
Commission members. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith passed out the report for January to July 2019. The members reviewed the report. A total of $5,453.23 has 
been spent thus far. 
 
Field Visit Reports – Mt. Cresson and Honey Hill 
Smith said Bob McKelvey will be willing to conduct the inspections and write the reports.  
 

Motion was made by Goodrich to approve payment to Bob McKelvey of $100 each for two properties 
(Mt. Cresson and Honey Hill) for a total of $200 and there was a second by Hunt. Discussion was held. 
Johnson noted that Stepenuck might be willing to do it as a volunteer. Stepenuck said he hasn’t walked 
the perimeter of Mt. Cresson in some time and he hasn’t visited Honey Hill so he didn’t think it would be 
appropriate to do the reports. There was no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OTHER MATTERS 
Invasive Species Conference 
Hunt said she looked into attending the invasive species two-day conference, but given the requirement to stay 
overnight, she was not able to attend. 
 
Dangerous Intersections of Rail Trail with Matthews Road 
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Visser asked about walking lights like the ones being used on Main Street in Keene at Keene State College and 
how they might be able to make safer access for the rail trails where they cross Matthews Road. Goodrich noted 
Bruce Bohannon would be good to contact about this issue. 
 
Work on Mt. Cresson 
Stepenuck spoke about some work he has done on Mt. Cresson, re-blazing the trails and doing some brush cutting 
which blocked a view of the blazes. He said the beginning of the trail can now be seen clearly. He spoke about a 
large oak across the trail about halfway up which is large enough to need multiple hands to do the job; he noted 
two residents of the town have offered to help Stepenuck remove the tree but he added that the proposed 
logging operation might offer assistance for the task of removal. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Hunt and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 2:44 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


